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Who to Call When Death Occurs IN UTAH 

DEATH OCCURS 

 Expected 
Death 

Or Death of natural causes 

Unexpected 
Death 

Death in a 
Care Facility

 Death During 
 Hospice Care 

For Step-by-Step instructions to carry out Family-Directed Funerals go to utahfunerals.org/diy-funerals 

Body Donation 
Register before death 
with U of U: 
801-581-6728

Notify them immediately 
after death. Have an al-
ternate plan as not every 
body is accepted. 

Begin Death Certificate ASAP 
Fill out Utah’s Death Record Processing Form at vitalrecords.utah.gov/
death Take it to the Health Dept of the county where death occurred. 

Let the Dr. & staff
know, even before
death, that you will
NOT be using a 
funeral director and 
will be removing the
body as
dispositioners.
To transport you 
must: present the
hospital with the DC 
& Medical 
Examiner’s [Burial 
Transit] Permit
obtained thru the 
local Vital Records 
registrar at the
county health dept.
Info on containers 
for body: 
utahfunerals.org 
moving-a-body-vids, 
& step-by-step 
instructions, step 4.

Call Hospice.
The nurse will 
pronounce the 
death and give 
you the name 
of the 
authorizing 
doctor.
Take the
“death record 
processing  
form” you've 
pre-filled out
(url on left) to
the County 
Vital Records 
office. They 
enter the data 
and  acquire 
Hospice Dr's 
signature 
electronically.

Out of State 
The burial transit permit is 
required. All states honor 
properly acquired permits. 

Some Mortuary assist may 

be required for final dispo-

sition in CT, FL, IL, IA, IN, LA,
MI, NE, NY & NJ

Burial 
Each cemetery has it’s 
own policies & proce-
dures. Call ahead asap. 

To bury on private rural
property, check 
UtahFunerals.org: 
private land burial for 
updates

Cremation 
M.E. permit is required
from Vital Records
(same permit needed to
transport a body).

Authorization by next-of-
kin or designated agent is 
also required. 

Call 911. A hospital,
EMT, or police will pro-
nounce death. The 
Medical Examiner will 
say if autopsy required.

Call attending physician if 
seen within 30 days. Other-
wise call non-emergency 
police to pronounce death. 

If Dr is on the Electronic 
Death Entry Network
(EDEN) the registrar will 
ob-tain the signature.  

If Dr is not on EDEN, you 
will take the registrars’ form 
to the Dr for a signature then 
return it to the registrar. 

Pay for the # of Death Certificates you need 
and for the Medical Examiner’s permit. 

Reach out to an obituary website or newspaper (if you want to buy an obit)

http://www.utahfunerals.org/
https://vitalrecords.utah.gov/death
https://vitalrecords.utah.gov/death



